Thanksgiving Eve                                             November 22, 2006                Faith Ev. Lutheran, Radcliff, KY

1Samuel 12:24                                                                                                                           Pastor Paul Horn 
But be sure to fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart; consider what great things he has done for you. 

Do folks ever tell you to do some things but don’t explain why?  Example: You need to return an item to a store but don’t have the receipt.  The nice woman behind the counter explains that you must exchange that return item for one single item in that same department that your return item is from, and that new item must be the minimum amount of the item you returned, no lower, but you can pick out something higher in price, you just have to pay the difference.  “Well, why?”  “That’s just how we do it.”  “But why?  That doesn’t make sense.”  “That’s our policy, sir.”   Or how about this one: “Don’t go that way, go this way.”  “Why?”  “Because I said so, that’s why.”  

In 1Samuel 12:24 the prophet Samuel is giving his retirement speech to the people of Israel.  He gives them practical parting words, “Fear the LORD.  Serve him faithfully.”  If you were to speak those words to any Joe on the street he’d say, “Why?”  Or try telling an unbeliever to stop their sinful lifestyle and they’ll also say, “Why?”  Samuel tells the Hebrews why they should follow his exhortation, “Consider what great things he has done for you.”  People need to hear the gospel before they can live it.  So let’s consider the great things the LORD has done for you.  
Let’s read Romans 5:1,2,6-8  

1Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.

6 You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.  8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

Wow!  There’s a lot to consider in these verses.  Let’s start off with you and me.  Our condition before Christ came into our lives was powerless (vs6).  Powerless to do anything; to come to faith in Jesus or to be born again.  But consider what the Lord did for you, “Christ died for the ungodly.” (vs6)  This is a great act on the part of Jesus because of Paul’s use of reason in the next verse, “Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.” (vs7)  Very rarely shows the infrequency and difficulty of this self-sacrificial act.  You and I were neither righteous nor good.  We were powerless sinners.  Christ had to do something.  Why would Christ die for us?  “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” (vs8)  Because of his love for us, Christ died for us.  Now, the results of this loving sacrifice…    
Go back to verse 1, “We have been justified through faith.”  To be justified means to be declared not guilty.  God has ruled in your favor.  You are not guilty of all of the sins you have committed.  You receive this verdict through faith.  Now, Paul says, you have peace with God.  Before you were his enemy.  You were at odds with the Almighty Creator.  Not a good position to be in.  Now, you are at peace.  Remember before Paul said that we were powerless and sinners.  This had to happen through Jesus.  Now, we receive immeasurable blessings, “we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.”  This is a very comforting passage, “we now stand in grace.”  No matter what happens to me I know that I am always standing in God’s grace, grace is love I don’t deserve.  Therefore (vs2), “We rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.”  This hope is not some finger-crossing dream.  This is confidence that when we die we will be in the glory of God’s presence.  We rejoice! 

Consider what great things the LORD has done for you.  Now…fear the LORD, serve him faithfully.  Those two statements go hand-in-hand.  To fear the LORD does not mean to be scared or frightened of him.  But rather, as King Solomon so eloquently put it, “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom.” (Prov 1:7)  To fear God is to show him honor, awe, respect, praise, glory and thankfulness.  We demonstrate our fear of the LORD by serving him faithfully.  What are some things we can do to faithfully to serve him?

Let’s read  Colossians 3:12-17, 18-21,23 

12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.  13 Bear with each other and forgive whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.  14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be thankful.  16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms, hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in your hearts to God.  17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

18 Wives, submit to your husbands, as is fitting in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not embitter your children, or they will become discouraged.  23 Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men.

I don’t think much more needs to be said.  There’s plenty that you and I need to work on in these verses.  There’s much you and I can do from these passages to show our fear to the LORD by serving him faithfully.   But I think that vs17 sums this section up pretty well, “And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.”  

This thanksgiving week and every week consider what great things the LORD has done for you, then, go and show your gratitude and serve him faithfully.  To God alone be the glory.  Amen.  

